
. STORY PAPER 

COLLECTORS' DIGEST 

i~· ''. -~ uoi,· . ~ 

N~ 
2b7 

2'3 

---
THE HAUNTED SCHOOL! R 

ftl llOUII-IIASTIIAMAIKU IIITt t•E APIITUU Of TU WALL I 
...... .................................. ......... ~ ...... It' ...... . • 

c 
u 
I 
9 
6 
9 



Page 2 STORY PAPER -

Collectors' Digest 
STORY PAPER COLLECTOR 

Founde d in 1941 by 
W. H. GANDER 

COLLECTORS' DIGEST 
Founded in 1946 by 

HERBERT Ll!CKENBY 

Vol. 23 No. 267 MARCH 1969 Pr ice 2s 3d 

WHAT HAl(ES US TICK? 
There is nothing unusual in people 

collecting . Almo1t everything under the 
sun , from tram-tickets to rai lway engines 
are accumulated and gloated over by folka 

who seem to be blea1ed with at least average 
intelligen ce. S<>me do it for the 1heer love 

of col l ecting . Others do lt a, an investment. 
I was re ading 101H:wbere the other day 

that people who collect old boy•' papers do it 
in an effort to rega in their lost youth, or, at 

least , in an effort to cling on to that youth. 
I suppose there is .. some truth in every 

gen eral isa tion, but I think there is very little 
in this one. For every person who actually 
collects the o ld papers, there ar e probably 
about f1 fty who a re deeply interested without 

collecting. Are all C.D. readers holding out yearning hand, towards 
th e ir boyhood? 

For many of us , youth is far too dista nt for us to be tilting 
at the windmills of our boyhood. Plenty of others, __,, our nta· 
bers, are still enj oying th e ir own youth. 

Many of us were with C .D. when it started 22 yure back. We 
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were, obviously, 22 years nearer to ou r own you t h then. But t he 

enthusiasm: has never waned, and the numbers joining in have in 

c r eased with ev ery passing year. It is amazing that this should 

be so. I t i s now nea rl y 30 years since the l ast Magnets and 

Gems were on show i n the shops , a nd a good deal long er for many of 

the othe r papers. Yet, as they drif t fa rth e r a nd farther into the 

pa st , the inte r est in them increases . 
The r eason, pr obably, is obvious - a nd it is nothing at al l 

to do with yearning for one's youth . Ther e i s a mark ed national 

trend fo r yearning hands to st r etch - not towar ds a l ost youth 

but towards anything pre-war . Items of Edwardian and late 

Victorian ori gin are sought fa r and wide. Audiences flock t o 

re v i vals in the t hea t re; o ld fi l ms on TV, despite the con sta nt 

sneers of the lo fty cri tic s , enjoy an enormous popularity . 

It is no t l ost youth that we mourn over ... but lost England . 

Because the Englan d, which even the comparative l y young of today 

knew, is gradually but positively disappearing for eve r, and there 

is noth i ng we can do about it, we grasp at those items which were 

J)Qrt of the lan d which we lo ve d. 

Roaring inf lati on has made t hr ift a was t e o f time. Gia nt 

tow ns have eate n up miles of the co un tryside where we once rambled; 

massive roads have swep t away t h e winding lanes and the t hatched 

cottages which gave charm to our l an d even so little as twenty 

years ago; s kyscrapers and sup ermarkets and takeover bi ds and 

screaming traffic and undisciplined youngsters who look like 

invaders f r om ano the r p l anet overwhelm. us and bewilder us . 

Amidst the din of air and road traffic, t he vice, t he _violence , 

the constan t gree d and gr ab, we sig h ... not for our yout h but fo r 

the qu ieter age we find between t he pages of the old stories. 

The whol e cha r acte r of our la nd has changed and will go on c hang

ing - faster and faste r - till the r e is not hing l eft to l ove but 

memories. 
The old papers give soothing balm to our heart s which ac h e , 

not for our lost youth but for a l ost England. 

DEATH OF A LEE FAN 
While, as I indicate above , passing time bring s ua more an d 

more f r iends who are attracted to th e hobby, it also carries a way 

oth e rs in its wake . Reg Sanders on wa1 a keen Lee fan , an d, a few 

yea r s back we publiah ed a number of interes ting ar t icles from his 

pen. He died recently after a very brave fight with se ri ouo il 1-

ness. We have ~ receivi d the fol lov ing t ouching l et t er from his 
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widow, Mrs. F:Dma. Sander son: 

" I t is my sa d duty to inform you of the death of my dear 
hus ban d at the ea rly age of 54. He was one of your readers, an d a 
very keen Nel so n Lee fan. For many lon g weary months he has fought 
a losin g battle against lung cancer, and, being bed -ridden for mos t 
of th e time, he passed many a lonely hour, r eadin g his C. D. and his 
C.D. Annual , Some yea r s ago he wrote a few le tters to you, some o f 
which wer e print e d in C.D. 

In his boyhood , he was an enthusiastic Nelson Lee reader . . lbw 
he looked forward to the beginning of each mont h and to the arri val 
of hi s C.D. ha d t o be see n to be belie ved. Thank you for giving, 
through your magazi ne , so many hour s of pleasure to such a brave 
and sick man. 11 

Readers all over th e world will j oin with ~e in expressing 
deep sympathy t o Mrs. Sand ers on in her great loss. 

Tll>SE COLlECTORS 
I have spoken before a bout what peo ple co lle ct. Some time 

ago I re f erre d t o an offer I had from a Sco ttish Town C.Ouncil of 
stea m-rolle rs. But I think the oddest of th e lot has come to ha nd 
this wee k. Someone in Staffordshire writ es that he ha s a bottl e 
o f Bass Old Crown Ale, bottled in 190 2. lie says it is not fit t o 
drlnk - but will I ple ase tell h im what it is worth. 

RICHMAL CROMPTON . _ 
There vere 11no f lowers, by request" when Mias Crompton di ed . 

But she ha d always t ake n great int e rest in the Mission to Leper s,. 
an d suggested that, at her death , money whi ch might have been 
spent on flowers should be sent to this good cause. Her cousin , 
Canon RDbin Lam.burn, rwis the Lep er Mission a t Rufifi, Ta nzania. 
Collectors• Digest has se nt a donation to Canon I.am.burn' s leper 
fund, in grateful memory of a wonde r ful writer. If any reader 
would care to send a dona tio n, and even a few shilling s would be 
he lpful to the cause, letters and donati ons can be s ent to THE 
u .s.P ,G ., (for th e canon Lamburn Miss ion), 15, Tufton St ., London, 
S .W .1. or direct to canon Lam.burn c/o the Post Office, Mohoro , 
DAR-ES-SALMI!, TANZANIA. 

NEWLY-LITERATE'. Im SEKI-ILLITERATE! 
l.a1 t month, ln tl)h , "~l1.111n, we glanced critically at a repor t 

we had publi shed on a ~ lk given to our Midland Club by Mr. Bill 
Morgan. Mr. Morg an has written us as follows: 
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"Regarding the pre cis of my talk to the Midland O .B .B .C. signed 
by J ack Bellfield and comnen ted on by you may I make the following 
observations: 
I am not guilty of usi ng the phrase 11 long-winded prolixity" (too 
prolix for me). I used the word s "l eisu re ly, 11 "comfortable" 
11rela xed 11 and the like. 
The t erm "semi - il l iterate" I a l so repudiate. I said 11newly
literate" i . e. "Recently having acquire d the facility to read." 
No reference to unteachables or untaug ht was i ntended . My conten 
tion was that Frank Richards I entire technique, not only hi s 
leisurely pace but hi s method of dealing with mysteries , his keep
ing abreast with the best of modern boys' i deas and tastes and a 
host of other touches made him the wri t er par excellence for boys 
ju s t discovering the new world of r eading. The period referred to 
was no t strictly Edwardi an but pre 1919 . I ag ree that semi 
illiterates are by no means uni que to that period. Certainly semi 
articu lat es are not. Agreed too , that the former were un l ikely 
cash customers for the Magnet. 
I sta rt ed the Magnet with No. 10 and C .D. with No. 141. Both 
opened new vistas f o r me. 
I am particularly enjoying (s e lfishly) "The Swell of St. Jim's" as 
it is of my go l de n age of uncritical reading. " 

Many thanks to Bill Morgan for his kind letter. 

THE EDITOR 

CASH OFF1!RED for any of the fo ll owing: MAGNET 958 ; ROOKWOOD SOLs 
170 , 202, 224, 296 ; CEDAR CREEK 4d Boys' Friend Libraries 417, 465, 
469, 473, 497, 509; ROVERS 718, 719, 726, 727, 732 , 742, 758; 
CHAMPIONS 726-8 35; COMICS years 1934-1939; SKI PPERS, WIZARDS, 
ADVENTURES years 1936-39; NOSEY PARKERS COMIC (1936 ROVER 
SUPPLEMENT) . 

P J HANGER. 10 PARK SQUARE. KillGS HEATH. NORTHAMPl'ON NNS 71.Q 

VOL. 1 and 2 of "FRAGMENTS" 1919 (Comic Journal Ed . by B. Bairns -
father) 50 copie s - £2. 15 co pies ''NEll ILLUSTRATED" 1919 11 / - . 
Postage on both items. 

L. MORLEY. 76. ST, MARGARET'S ROAD. IIANDIIELL W,7. 

The J este r 1930 - 34. 30/ - per good co py offered. 
Please write: F , WESTWOOD. 9 CHEVIOT CLOSE, CHADDERTON. LANCS. 
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DANNY 'S DIARY 
MARCH 1919 

The masters' strike has come to an end in the Rookwood series 

in the Boys' Friend, and lt was grand reading all the way, even 

though it fizzled out just a bit at the end. This month' e first 

tale was "Stormy Times" in which a new master, Mr. Whibbs, tu r ned 

out to be a secret drinker . The ne xt two stories were excellent , 
and were entitled "The Milster With a Pas t " and 11Schoolmaster and 

Cracksman. 11 Hr. Boot lea r ecogn ized Mr. Egerton as a man conce rned 

in a robbery at a school in the north. Booties tried to warn the 

Head, who refused to take any notice. Finally, the old masters 

succeeded in trapping the crook , but Dr. Chisholm was not particu

larly gra t eful. · 

The last story in the strike se ries was 11Ji.tllny Silver's 

Campaign" in which Jiamy sets to work to get rid of all the new 

staf f, who are a weird lot. Then the old staff of fered to come 

back, and the I-lead welcomed them with open arms at last . 

Final Rookwood story is terrific. A new boy "Put ty of the 

Fourth" comes to Rookwood, and he is a practical joke r . His name 

is Teddy Grace , and he ls named Putty "because he is so soft. 11 

Thls month my brother Doug has had a Sexton Blake Library 

named "The Station Maste r' s Secret." He let me read it , and I 

think lt extremely good, 
Two giant new airships have had their trials this month . They 

are the R,3 3 and the R.34. There ls also a new newspaper, It is 

called ''The Dally llerald," and lllm bought No, 1 to see what 1t was 

like. George Robey is in the lk>nours' List just announced. The 

Grand National was won by a horse cal led 11Poethlyn . " 

The Magnet has been pretty good this month , and at the end of 

the month it was announced that Mr. Hinton was back in his old job 

as edito r of t he Companion Papers. 
The first yarn of the month was ''When Rogues Fall Out." It 

was a sequel to last month's 1talack Sheep of Highcliffe 11 in which 

Ponsonby of Highcllffe and Ski nner & Co of Greyfrlars had bets on 

a football match in which Creyfriars played I.antham Ramblers. The 

stakes were held by Spencer, a High c l iffe prefect - who spent the 

US placed in his hands as bets. This was a good serious ta le _, 

showing the slackness of Highcli ffe, 
Next came "Stand i ng by Snoop" in which lord Mauleverer l ost 

£10, and Snoo p was suspected of stealing it , wally Bunter backed 

up Snoop. The tlO was not lost at a ll - it had been left in a 
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jacket whi ch Hauly sent to his tailor ' s for repa ir . 

In '~ ll y ' s Wheeze . 11 Snoop planned to incre a se the money he 

httd saved. He intende d to place a bet on a hors e with Mr . lodgey. 

But Wally took a han d, with the assistance of Wibley. A fairish 

tale , though not v e ry original in plot, 
"Hoski ns ' Chanceu was a winner , though it d i d not int r oduce 

t he Bunter changeove r business. Hoskins had c omposed a Victory 

Mar ch , and he thought that Messrs. Bl imper would pay him £.250 for 

it. It turned out that Bl!.mper's had t o be paid £50 for publishing 

the march 1 which was awkward for Hoskins, as he had run into debt 

on the streng t h of his expecta t ions . 
Final of the month was a wash - out . It was "Gian t s at Grips 11 

in which Wingate challenges St. Jim's to one of those tedious 

spores tournaments, It is made a ll the mor e sil l y by the ar rival 

of a new boy in the Sixth, Wil din g, who decides t o be cocne captain 

of Greyfriars in Wingate's place. 
There has been rather a t er r ible affair in an a11Dy camp near 

Rhy l . There was a riot among Canadian soldiers who were there 

awaiting th eir return home, and 12 men were killed and many injured . 

An aero plane has flown fr ,)(D Folkestone to Par is , doing the 

1 72 miles in 74 minutes. A r ~cord time. Such wonderful thin gs 

make one wonder what is going t.:, ha ppen next . 

The Gem has been t lp-top rh is month. "Bunte r I s Fund , " in 

which Billy Bunter got up a fund for a "fourth-form. e r down on his 

luck" - and t r icked Tom Merry & Co into backing him up - was 

amusing . This was followed, duri ng the nex t fortnight, with two 

real wi nners in which Bunter tried out his ventrilo quism at St. 

Jim's. The stories were "Bun ter on the War path 0 and ''Th e Haunt e d 

Schoo 1." I r ea 1 ly cho r tled over thes e two. 
11The Rival Entertainer s" was a step down - an auntie - climacks 

after recent weeks. The Fourth and the Shell put on riva l "Victo r y 

Concert s" in a id of the hos pita 1. 
Last of the month wa s "Bunter the Bil l ionaire. 11 Bunter had 

faked a letter from a v e ry rich grandfather. To his su rp r ise , the 

ve ry r ich gr andfather turn s up at St. Jim's - and then , to the 

surprise of the very r ich grandfather , another ve r y rich gr and 

father arrives. Pass a bly amusing , my dear Tin ke r . 

'11tere is a new serial in the Magnet ca l led 0 Goggs -

Gramnarian. 11 I find it a bit grim, 
At the end of the month we put the clocks on one hou r . It was 

a bit early, I think. It makes it dark in the mornings until the 

days pull gut a bi t 
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Th.ere ls a new ser ia l at one of our clnema s. It is calle d 

"Macl ste. 11 There have be en some good pict ur es on t his month . We 

saw Jack Pickford and Louise Huff in ' 'Mile - a-Minute Kenda ll ; 11 

Charl es Ray in "Playin g the Game; 11 Flo r en ce Turne r and Henr y 

Edwar d s in "A Welsh Sin8,er;" W. S. Hart in 1'The Tiger Han;" Cecil 

B. OeMille sent us an exciting fi lm called ''The Whispering Chorus," 

which sta rred Kathlyn Willi ams . Constance Talmadge was in " Up the 

Roa d wit h Sally," and Eni d Bennett was a lion-tamer in "The Big ge st 

Show on Earth.'' They wer e all very good, 
There is a trend in the c inema s whic h I don ' t much I ike. 

They ca 11 it th e doubl e -feature progra1111e. It means th ere ar e two 

long pictu r es instead of one long one with a l ot of sho r t ones like 

the ser ials and the Keystones . I hope it won I t go on. For one 

thing , I lik e the sho r t pictures; f or an other the second feature 

in a double - feature pr ograame is often no goo d . 
Apparent l y there is a law by which th er e has t o be a half -

hou r gap between pr ogr amnes in a co ntinuous performance. Some nut 

in par liam ent has pointed out tha t the cinema s a r e brea king the law 

by not emptying the cinema s durin g this half-hour, It I s ve r y silly . 

Who wants to go ou t for half-an - hour in th e middle of an en tert ain 

ment? They call it t he Ventilation Act. 

(EDI TORIAL COMMENT: It has often been not ed that Pentelow'a 

Gre yfria rs Galle r y ran to a hundred a rticles, whi l e t he sb nila r 

feature in the Gem onl y cov ered 41 cha racters. Danny mentions 

this month that Hinton returned to the editor's chai r in March 

1919. The St. Jim' s Gallery finished ab r uptl y at the same time . 

It is hard to think that the two events were not related .) 

SALE OR EXCHANGE: Magnets , Wharton Rebel (193 2) ; ditto (1925) in 

3 S.O .Ls . Magnets 960 -9 70 In dia Series (£3. lOs.); 1092 - 1107 

Hollywood Series (£5) + postage. 

38 ST. THOMAS RD., PRESTON 

WANTED: Boys Favou rit e Library (raonthly) publi shed 1948 to mid 

~ Also Boys Thriller Library same dates. Also req ui re d 

"Modern Boys," ~ quan tity. Will buy or exchange 1500 ''Mignets" 

for the above. 
M, FOLLOIIS, 44 . FRANK STREET, LEICESTER. 

SALB: 30 -Wi..; r ds -1923/i7: All - c;..pl;t; ;nd in· g~od trim: -
V, SMITH, 9 MELROSE AVENUE, DIDSBURY, MANCHESTER 20, 
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LEE COWMN 
By Bob Bl ythe (continued) 

Fleet St. May 27th , 
1910 

I am i n receipt of you r let ter of yesterday's date. I am g l a d 
that yo u have got your MS back, an d shal l await your next coamun i ca · 
tion with interest. 

Regar din g the tale itself, I gave it a care ful r e adin g almost 
as s oon as it came in . I like the s tyle in which t he story was 
written bu t the sub je c t of 11Among t he Solar Planets 11 i s too much 
agai nst it, From pre vious expe r ie nce I know pe rf ec t ly we ll that 
such s t ories are not a ppr eciate d by my boys an d i f I may say so I 
cons id er yo ur yarn bette r sui t ed for publication i n book form than 
serially, In my opinion the high l y imaginatlve st yle of fi c tlon is 
quite unsuited fo r the wor king class boy. 

I am sor r y not to be ab l e to make use o f "Among the Solar 
Planets" but I should like to see somethi ng else from you . It is 
more satisfactory to me if a u t ho r s will submit sy nop ses in advance 
of the act ua 1 copy. You r s faithfully, et c. 

Taking a dvantage of the last paragra ph E .S ,B. suggested a ci rcu s 
sto ry. The editor as ked fo r a syno psis and as a result Brooks 
wrote the following . 

Stoneham Parva , June 1st , 1910. 
Dear Si r, 

Many thanks for yours of the 30t h ult. 
I am. gratified to note that you are desirous of seein g the 

syno ps is of the cir cu s sto r y which I refe rre d to in my la s t l etter p 
and that you a re of the opinion that the topi c is a very promisin g 
one . Accordingly I now have pl ea sure in han ding you i n synopsis 
cha pt e r five t o las t of "c.aravan an d Canvas. 11 As I had already 
wr it ten the first four cha pter s I am enclosing t hese in pr efe r ence 
to reducing them to syno psi s form , especially as, in their en tirety, 
th ey wi ll, I think, give you a ve ry good id ea of what the finished 
s tory wi ll be like. If, as I hope, the ta l e appe a l s to you, I 
cou ld le t you ha ve the r emainin g ten chapt ers in completed form in 
about a fortnight's time for final consi der a ti on . 

I thank you for the atten tion whi ch you are giving t o th e 
matter of the lost HS. , a nd note t hat you will l et me hear from you 
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aga in i n re ga r d to it when you have been able to tr ace t he cause 
o f th e misca rr iage, Fai t hf u ll y Yours , etc . 

On th e 10th of June th e editor ac knowledged r e ceipt a nd prom ised 
to r ead it. However on t he 20t h. Edwy jumped the gun somewhat as 
this l e tte r show s . 

Sto neham Parv a, J une 21st, 1910, 
Dear Si r , 

I have pleasure in handing you herewith th e remaining chapt er s 
of my "car avan a nd Canvas ." The HS was completed on Saturday, a nd 
as I have not heard from you regarding the fi r s t fou r chapter.s I 
t hough t it as well to let have t he whole , complet e d s tor y in your 
hands as quickly as possible. 

I t is 53, 000 words in l eng th . I tru s t i t may st rik e you 
favourab l y. I shat 1 await y our decision ex pect ant ly . 

Fai thfully yours , etc. 
Once aga in he was to be disappointed but t he editor ' s (Arth ur 
Marshal 1) letter cont a in ed t he germ that was t o make him one of the 
A.P ' s . most popula r authors - he invi t ed h im to come to n ee t St. 
for a cha t. I t was on this occasion, E .S .B. told u s , that th e 
editor at first thought he was one o f h is r ea ders, he was so you ng! 

Fleet St , 24 th Jun e , l 910, 
Dear Sir, 

I have give n your st ory "Caravan and Canvas " a most care ful 
readi ng and though as it s tand s it is not quite acceptable for use 
in the "Boys ' Fri end 11 you a r e very near to our r e quir ements and I 
can assu r e you that with so many boys I papers we are a l ways looki ng 
for new aut hors. 

I am not r eturning yo ur MS nor goi ng int o det ai ls r egardin g it 
i n this l ett er because I am wondering if you will have anything to 
bring you to town in the near fut ure. I cou ld te ll you so much 
more of our r e quirem ents and wher e you miss the poi nt i n a short 
chat a nd sho ul d be only too pleased to make an appointment to see 
you on any day except a Satu-rday. 

If, however, you find you have not hin g to br in g you to town I 
will then r etu rn your story with a detailed criticism. 

Yours faithfully, etc . 
And that seemed to be that, as far a s t hi s stor y was concerned. As 
we know he l ater offe r ed it to "Chums" who a lso turned it down, 
but it was eve ntuall y publis hed in 19 12 in No. 200 of the 11Boys 
Friend Libr ary. " Edwy accepted the invitation to v i sit th e 
ed it or with alacrity . 
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Stoneham Parv a, 25 th J une, 1910 , 

Dear Mr. Marshall , 
I am much obliged t o you for your nic e letter of the 24th 

ins t. from whi ch I am glad to learn t hat "Car av an and Canvas " a t 

all events comes very ne ar t o your requirements. 

With regard s to you r sugg est ion that I should come and see yo u 

I shall be only too pleased to do this, a s I a m qui te in agreemen t 

with you that a per so nal interview would be far more sa ti sfacto ry 

than a ny amount of lette r writing; and , moreove r, I am anx i ous to 

sav e you any unnecessary t ro uble . 
As far as I know at present there wil l be not hing to bring me 

to town for the next two weeks, but at the expiration of that t ime, 

my par ents , wi th whom I reside, are taking up the i r abode in Lond on. 

So that I shall be coming up to town for good in a fortnight , a nd, 

unless it wi 11 inconvenience you to l eave t he matter in abeyance 

for that le ngth of time, I shall be ab le to s ee you on or abou t 

Jul y llth . Plea se let me know, and I wi ll then a r range a defini te 

a ppoin tment wi th yo u la ter . 
I am, Dear Sir, etc . 

After an ac knowl ed gemen t by Mar shall E .S .B. moved to 

los t no time in ar rangin g a meeti ng. 

(Th i s arti c le will be continued next mon t h) 

London an d 

A MATTER OF CHARACTER by R. J. God sav e 

It is a fr equ ent complaint that some character s are intro

duced by autho r s with a ce rt ain amoun t of flourish, on l y to be 

relegated to th e background, and in some cases ne ve r mentio ned 

ag ain. 
Those never heard of again are usually those who serve thei r 

purp ose i n a particular inc ide nt. One can bring t o mind Mr. 

Rodney Briggs , who was Headmas t er of Beechwood College , t he sc hoo l 

the Hon. Dougla s Singleton bought in o.s. 246 "Si ngleton's Ri va l 

School" of the Nelson Lee Library. With the co llap se o f the 

building due t o the Ri ver Stowe ove rflowin g its bank s Mr. Brigg s 

made h is ex it, nev er to be heard of again, 
Generally s peaki ng, a new boy domina t ed the serie s in which 

he was int roduced, and thereafter was heard of only infr e quen t ly . 

Ernest Lawrence is a cas e in point. His ar ri va l at St. Frank 's 

h eralded an unusually l en gthy serie s which also intr o du ced Mr . 

Smale Foxe, the temporary Housema ste r of th e Colleg e Hou se. Th is 
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was a fine se r ies with lawrence showi ng his prowess as a boxer. 
Little was heard of Lawrence after this se r ies . 

In contrast, Reginald Pitt and Cecil DeValerie, apa r t from 
dominati ng their introducto r y series, continued to be l ea d ing 
lights in t he St. Frank I s saga. Both were guilty of vi cio us 
conduct in the i r early days. Having sunk to th e depths of school · 
boy wicke dn ess and risen to the gene r al le ve l of good behaviour 
indicates streng t h of character. 

I t is inevitable that those of a weaker characte r should 
serve a passing moment , whilst those of a dominan t character are 
to the fore. 

One woul d have thought the charac t ers created by an author 
would become pa r t of him or her, and impossible to forget. In 
ans wer to a co rr espondent in "Betwe en Ourselves" which appeared in 
""The St. Frank's April Fools" No . 152 New series, Brooks sta tes 
that he cannot remember a Sixth - Former named Jesson in his sto r ies, 
and asked his correspondent if he could tell him the number and 
date of the last story in which h is name was mentioned. 

This lack of memor y is in itsel f surp risi ng , as Jesson t ook a 
leading r ole in some of the old series of the Nelson Lee. His 
appearance on the front cover of No , 233 "Barring Out the Bully" 
in which he was ta rred a nd feat hered by the rebel Removites during 
the Howard Martin rebe lli on series confirms this point. 

Possibly t he build-up of new charact ers in the later Lees 
could have caused Broo ks to devote his energies to the newcomers 
and at the same time forgetting t he old . 
- - -------------------------------
FOR SALE: COLLECTORS' MISCELIANY collection from No. l (April 
1928)toNov. 1953 (77 copies) £4. STORY PAPER COLLECTOR 
co ll ectio n from Jan - March 1941 to Jan 1966 (97 copie s) inclu d i ng 
title pages, conten t s and index for 3 vols) £.5. COLLECTORS' 
DIGEST collection as follows: 1947 (Feb missing) 12/-. 1948 (Jan 
and March missing) 12/ - . 1949 (Jan missing) 12/-. 1954 (March 
missing) 12/ - , All othe r years complete from 1950 till 1964 at 
12/ - per year. Als o 9 issues of 1965 plus 3 issues of 1966: 12/ - . 
GIRLS OWN ANNUAL Vols l, 2, 3, 7, 18 (nice clean condition) selling 
at 8/6 each to anyone t aking them all. POSTAGE ElCJ:RA on all sales . 

MISS D. HARRIS. "GORDON, " CAROLINE RD.. UANDUDNO. 

WANTED: THOMSoiis; certa in MAGNETS ioiio-- - l:l66, - BiiLi.sfais; ii. -LEE
(first se r) N4{ 160 . FEW MAGNETS, BULLSEYES for rchange. 

SUTroN SWALECLIFF AYE MANCHESTER M23 DN · 
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DRAW'.mG TOWARDS ITS CLOSE. This sto ry, wri t ten well over sixty 
yea r s ago, was the very first to introduce Ar t hur Augustus 0 1 Arey 
to St. Jim's. As a new bo y, he was different in many ways from the 
lovabl e characte r whom we wer e to know a nd love lat er on . 
Coll ector s' Di ges t ha s lifted a dusty cur ta in and taken you back 
to an a lmost-fo~r~g_o_t_te_n_a~g_e_. __________ ~ 

I T'-IE SWELL OF' ST.J'IM'S I 
•What ar e we going to do this att ernoore• 

said Blake on Sa turd ay. 
It was a halt - hOltday , and t.he chuns or 

Stuay No. 6 were consi dering their plans . 
The tour or them were pu t t Jn& the ir hods 
toge th er upon the :!UbJect , tor by th is tlce 
.trthur Augustus was tacltlT admit ted to a 
share In the fellowship or the study. He 
had been little more than a "e ek at S t.. 
J Im' s , but he had alreaay dropped a g)Od 
deal or hi s nonsense , and ,ras tiegtnnl:-g t o 
see t h1n.gs CIOf"e sens l blY. Nothing would 
ever cure hlm or hls daod,ylsm, pro Dably , 
Dut that was not a crime so l ong as I• "1'85 
kept wl thln bOWtds. Ana he had learn .. "'! t o 
t ake good natured ly t he tun th e boys •ur 1: 

never ti~ or poking at hi m. And, 
strange as lt may seem, he was In Ule ,,, ~ 
or beC'omlng popular In the School House . 

Per haps hts 1Jberal1ty tn ar:mt y !lBtte rs 
had a little t.o do wit h it . Not . or 
course . so rar as Blak e and ht s chums wer e 
concerned . But a good. many or th e Doys 
were will Ina t o forgiv e a l ot t o a fe llow 
who could , and would, at.and unll mlted 
t.r eat at the schOol tuck - soop . And Arthur 
Auaus tu s • s devoted re l ations kept hi m well 
supplted with POCket-money; he had , In 
tact. , 111.1ch mor e than wa.s good. t or a boy or 
hi s age . 

•No rooter t.hls a f tern oon ,• conti nued 
Bl ake. •th e gro Wld a i n' t n t . And 
t.her e • s no chance or a row wt th rt utns & 
Co., becaus e they •re ,ione out. I saw th em 
go.• 

' That ' s rotten l • said Herrtes. •J 
ShoulcJ l ik e r.o raid another or their ,il dct)t 
rehearsalS . What a s illy ass Wynn l ooked, 
got up &S the ar,.os t or H&Jll.et•s covern orL 
1 say , ¥!hat do you sa.y t.o a visi t to thl! 
Oen?• 

•Btt chlll.Y this weathe r , • s a id DlgDy. 
' Oh, 1t you•rt arratd of tti e cold you 

can s at home and e t Int o th e oven\' 

• t 1m not arr al d or the cold, ra th eadl 
I t will be damp In th e 'oen t oo.• 

•oh , wrap yours e H up t n cot ton-ool and 
have done with I t1 1 

•what'a the Den?' asked O•Arcy. •1 have 
nevah heard or Jt.• 

• o r course you ha..,~' t;• said s1ac e • 
•1t •s a sec re t retr eat . 1t•s up on Caat le
htl 1 , ancJ out or bounds . Tha t' s th e c haJ111 
or l t. .• 

• Bal Jo ve l How did you dlscovah l t?• 
•we d I scovered some TbJrd f orm fags 

ther e one day. They had gone there t.o 
sr.xike ctgarett.es on the sly ,• exp l a in ed 
Blake . • Thou@ht. th eiasetves no end doggtsh . 
we boxed the ir ears anci kicked t hem out , 
and .appropri ated th e place . Now It • s our 
den. we• 11 go til ere , chaps , ana snow It 
to Ot Arcy . we can take some grub alorc . • 

•vewy &ood lde a t• said D'Arc y. •Let. me 
stand 1.weat. You chaps ha" e been a.ru ll y 
goOd t o me. Alld I had a rl ver rrom my 
aunt t Hay.• 

• Bless your -.. nt.1• s a ia Blak e . I wi sh 
l had a r "' like her . What. cso you say , 
k ids - shall DtAr cy st and a r eas t ?• 

Herr l es and Dlgby prolll)tlY agr eed , and 
the four !medi a tely acijo1.rned to the tuck 
shop. Thel'e 01.A.rey ma.de purchases t h at 
opened th e eyea or the Chuma. They were 
accusto med t o l lml ted pocket- mne y, bu t 
o •Arey •blew' his riv er lik e a milli ona i re . 
Every gooo th in& the scho ol tuck .. shop 
provt dea - and a goOd many bad ones -
D'Ar cy ga the r ed in, and , \llhen he had 
f inished , a bis basket was cram:oed wl th 
the purchases. 

•coi:ie a lon& ,• s aid Blake: •" e' 11 carcy 
t hat buk et In turns . a will be l ighter 
coming hoa:e - tha t 1 s one oomtort. All ons 
done . • 

The QUartett e set or r . They l e f t S t . 
J lm' s behind, and foll owed Ule to ot.pa t h 
t hr oua.h th e wood., croased a st retch or 
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ll'W)orland , and can:.e In stght of the rutned 
castle , 1'1h1ch was a ramtlla:r landmark ln 
tM dlstrlct . This was the ut t erl!DSt l1111lt 
or th e boUOOs even on a haU-holtda.y; but 
the chums ke pt on. Beyond the castle ros e 
the casilehlll , and on tts rurz.y side was 
the Den. 

In one spot the hillside rose abruptl,y , 
so that climbing was a matter or some 
diff i culty . There was a !'.hick growth or 
bu.sh arxt bradlle , green enough In S<.11Wer, 
but nc:w dry and l""USt)" . 'nlrough the thi cket 
went the path to ttie Den. D1 Arey mde a 
wcy race as Blake led the .,.ay. pushing 
throogh the bushes . He was nervo U3 for h l s 
l111'.18CUlate a t t ire . But there was no help 
tor t t nc,,,, <l'XI he foll owed Blake . 

The path through the thi cket was ruddy 
aoo trll!l>lec3. It ended a t a place lltler e 
the hlll ro s e 11ke the wall of a house , 
and th er e a wide opening appear ed . I t was 
a clef t runn i ng back sorie distance Into 
the hill , i.id, overhead , masses or vege
tation tormed a k ind or root , through whtch 
t ne sunlt&ht thi nly ti lt.ered . 

Blake stopped breathless beto r e the 
openi ng. He put down the basket he had 
been c arrying to rest for a moment. 

•That ' s the Den.• he said . 
•what a jolly place t• said 0 1.tt"Cy . • 1 

suppose you often have feasts up her e In 
SU!llller?• 

•we hadnlt found lt out last swrmer,• 
r eplt ed Dlgby. • or oours e , I t nould be 
mor e Jolly In S1D:1er . But 1t 1 s all right . 
The cl'lleC charm about I t I s th a t lt 1s a 
secret. No chance or any or the New Hou se 
cads t lncUng us her e.• 

•su ppose they followed you some t ime?• 
Blak e la ughed . 
1 1 wish th ey would ,• he said , •At the 

t op or a steep path I Ike thl s , one chap 
could keep a dozen rroai eoml ng up. 1 1 d 
Jlke to see Figgin s & Co. go ror us here 1• 

• tr f'lggy kne" anyth i ng about It ,• 
Nmarked Herr le s , • he l'IOUl d be oore likely 
t o get ahead or us and keep us out.• 

•Well , he ooe sn• t know ab out It ,• 
answered Bl ake . •Ft ggy ls st:1B.rt but he 
doesi • t know eYerythlng . Here goes l By 
J ove, t his weighs something s• 

He 11 rted the ba.sket again ald carr l ed 
It Into the Den. 

Hts eyes , unaccust<111ed to the dlaness 
wlttlln , fa iled to note anythtng unusual In 

the a spect or th e Den. He set the ba!k.et 
down. The next mooent he gave a yell. 

From the dl!llness sp r ang three rorms , 
ana he was se l'Z.ed and hW"led forth In the 
twlnkl11"€ or Ell eye . 

He went wtth a crash ri gh t Into the 
trio , l'tlo were rollOl'llng him Into the Den. 

The utt er unexpectedness or th e shock 
was too much t or tllem; they simply went 
r lytng . Herrtes lost Ms root.Ing and 
rolled headlong down the slope , ana bf'Ought 
up i n a mass or roul - srn.elltng bushes a. 
dozen yards down. Digby stag gered back
wards down the path , vainly c lut ching at 
nothi ngness to r estore his balanc e. Blake 
rel 1 on hi s back , and lay daz.edi, and Arthw
.t ugus tus DtArcy tell on top ot him. 

Three forms appeared In the opening . 
Tl'lr ee voic es wer e ratsed ln t riumph. 

"Hear us s:mlle l• 
•who' s cock-hous e nQI'(?• 
The Wlexpected had happened. F i ggins & 

Co. wef'e on th e spot. 
J ack Blak e jwq,ed up In wrath . Before 

he was r ai r lY on hi s reet a shove from 
P ig.gi ns sent htm spinning down th e sl ope . 
He c rashed In to Herr! es and ro lled over in 
the ~ bush . Kerr smt Arthur Augustus 
ny1ng arter htm In a jury . 

Again f'1gglns & Co. chortl ed j oyousl y . 
•Yahl Who' s cock-house now, you cads?• 
The <:hums pi cked t hem.sel ves out or the 

bush es . Herr l es wa.s SIDOthered wt r.h lllldi 
Digby was littl e better; and Blake was 
l!U1dy f ro m head to root , had his collar 
t om out . :61d had l ost h1 s c ap. 

Arthur Augustus was on his knee s, 
sear chtng franti cal ly tor hfs eyeglass , 
which had beeocie detached rro:c the cord. 

Blake s to od on the path , and l ooked up 
the ste e p. At the DXIUth of the Den st ood 
F iggins & Co. , kissing th e ir hams to th e 
defeated Sch ool House juni ors. 

•tty hatt• said Blake, br eathing hard, 
1 Thls Is a 11 ttle bl t to o mucht• 

"1 never dreamoo they were theret• said 
Digby, •They must have foWld out tlle Den, 
and seen us comlni, and laid In wait r or 
us . • 

'Th e Ques tion Is, hGl'I t o a:et them out 
or t t. They• ve got all our grub In there. • 

Fi gg i ns waved his hand wl th mock In& 
politeness. 

•Ha:iy t banks tor the basket &• he called 
out, • Going LO have a l i ttl e pi cnic , "e re 
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you? We are .uc h ob li ged .• looked at each other In silent wrath . 

•£xtweme11 t• Nld Wynn , I • r.y &tdd)' Aunt. 11artat• ucla ltntd Ker r . 

•w1ui..t• chim ed t n Kerr . •ffer e•s a feH t l Col d ch i cken , ham and 

•Run a,,a:, and play , l ike good l U.tle ton,ue , pork p ita , JP tt.rts , apple dUJ¥)lln& . 

boYs1• contlnutd riu t ns. • oon•t you kn°" red cw-ran t "1ne, 30da waterl The bounders 

~~d t ~eh!~l: 1
:t ~~~~~d~C~ i!tknowl j~~n=:~~C to do Ulemnlves ver~ well t h i s 

you were her e? Run a 111ay and waSl yow- •To t.he victors the ~ tl s i• Hid F' l gglns 

selves &• I serenei,. 1 (HU1e the ,oda water; I t aaY 

•ctvt- us otr arub, you measl y boWXSert• ceoe In usetu l here . You1 re a carve r, ra u .y; 

said Herr-t u wrathtully . cerve the cl'llektn.• 

•can •t; we want It 01.raehes . Open the •Rl&hL you ar e , fl UYl' 

buke t, lten-, Ind see wha.C.'s ln11del 1 • TM)"•re aotng to wolf our &MJbl' said 

Kerr obeyed. Blak e and h1S comrades Blake dlsperattl y. •coae on; we c ill' t stand 

P .. sl 11• a ll o wod. rho SChool th , w•• Jun lo - to s• t within oaey - ... ~ 
a nd \.he n dl,._w,d a ,111t ... m 01 .-oda · wa1.e r n.u at \hom Al"ihu, 

Aw.-w•tw• ca ull!'h l It f•trt:, In Iha n• c k 

tha tL1 

The chums or 
SWdY Ho. 6 
tcrubled ctu 
peratelY up the 
st eep path. 

••ware , KldsJ• 
ca lled out 
rt g l ns . •Shc>ulde 
t.o !h ou.14.-,N ew 
Hou1e1• 

Tht Co. ,prang 
promot lY to bacJc 
up thetr ltlder . 
r 1u1ns had the 
syphon or IOda 
•ai. er In hl s 
hands . He 
all ONed th e Sehoc 
House Junio r s to 
att wl thtn easy 
ranee . ald th en 
tie di rected I 
str eam o r soda 
• •te.r In to 
Sl ak e ' s r ace . 
8 lak• gasped and 
choked , and 
f l&&l ns t1.rne d 
th e s U"'elD upon 
Arthur Augustus: . 
ca t ch i ng hi m 
ra t rl.Y t n th e 
ned<. 

When he con
sidered tha t 
Herr I es had had 
hi s aha.re , he 
turned hi s 
atttr1t t on to 
Ol sby. Dl &bY 
roared • as th e 
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streaci cau&ht hlm rull tn th e race. 
•ow, you cadsL• 
The ir reception might have daunted 

bold he arts , but t.he School House boys 
were seeing red j ust then . They cace on 
fiercely ; bUt th e dts..ivan t ages or the 
attack were too grea t. 

The path was so steep t hat It was not 
easy to keep their balance aM F'lgg tns & 
co . had onl.Y to shon them r rom above . 

Herr ! es soon went rolling down through 
the wet bushes, and he was a pitiable 
object 'lfflen he reached Ule bot t.om or the 
slope . Bl ake , with a despe r a t e bowld , 
nung himself upon F' lgglns, and bore h1m 
backwards into the Den. Digby trlecl to 
fo llow his exaq>le , bUt he wu clutched 
l>Y Kerr and WyM, W)d sent rl ytng. D'Arcy , 
who 11tas coming on behlncl , met htm In rull 
career , and both or them wmt rolling 
dO'Ml together . 

Blake had gained the Den, but hts last 
sta t e was worse t han bis first, t or 
F'lgg tn.s struggled wi th hi m t!ll the Co. 
came t o hi s hel p , and then th e thr ee or 
ther.i. pt Med Bl ake t o the ground. 

• surrenderl • panted Figgins. •ctve 
In, you silly cuckoo\• 

• Rat.S11 

•Hold him tlght1 1 said F'laglns. • Sy 
Jove, what a catamoUnt he lst• 

• Yah, you cads l Ctve us our grubt• 
• He want s hts grub .• aald f lggtns , as 

the Co • .sat on Blake , ll'ld all owed tl'lelr 
ch ief t o je rk hlm.selC tree Crom tl'le Scho ol 
itouse l eader . •He ,unts his giddy grub. 
He's had his soda water, but he's greedy , 
and. want.s his grub , too . We• U l e t him 
have I t - some o r it . • 

He picked a j am tar t rro m the basket, 
and n attened It In Blak.e1s race. 

•Oh - ooch - you beast\• 
•wen , you asked ror It. Anything t o 

be ot>llglng . NCJl'I' you §lall have a manna.
lade tart Ir you are a good boy." 

•J - I - oh - yah - beast l1 

ttl e manna.l ade tart was j acmed upon his 
mouth, effec tu ally s nen c ll"@ him. 

•Now tor some wlnet• sai d rtgglns. 
•YoU can' t dr 11*. our healthS ju st now, so 
you IDlSt tak e lt externally . S ay ffl'lens• 

He be&an to pour one or the bottl e s or 
red currant wlne on Bl ak.e1 s head. The 
unfortunate jUJ1lor struggled and ye lled. 

•Say whent• rep eated Fi ggi ns. •By 

Moses, he wants 1t al ll Well, he can have 
It ; there's plenty more tor us. • 

He emptied t.he bottle . Bl alc.e was l ook
tna: a deplorable obj ect by th is t i me, but 
he was still struggling. 

•Obstinate ptg t• said Figgins . • He 
won' t be quiet . Luckily , there • s pl enty 
or wtne. I• 11 start wt th a tre:f\ bottl e . • 

The thr eat was t oo wch tor Blake. 
•Here , chuck 1 tt• he excla i med. •Don' t 

be a beastl' 
• Do you surrender , then? • 
•No - yes t • 
•wetve got the Yltttp- hand nOl'I&' chuckled 

Fl ggtns. • I thought. we•d make you s l t up 
tor that pershootl ng busln ess . You 
woUl<ri• t !!8ke It pax unl ess we caved tn . 
Thts t s l'tlere we make you si ng small . Are 
you sorry you tnt er ro pt.ect that rehearsa l?' 

•No, • 
•very well . Wher e•s t.hat ble s sed 

cork scre wt" 
•Yes ,• excl a imed Bl ake . 1 1 mean , yesl " 
' Ah , I thought. you dM . Don't you 

thi nk we are j ol l.y good actors , all or u~ 
• No - yesi• 
•w 111 you promise to be a goOCI ltt.tl e 

ooy in rut ure tr we Je t you go?• 
•Hang you - not• 
The contEnts or the s econd bot t le 

descen ded ln a steady s t ream tn to Bl ake ' s 
race . He opened hts mouth to expost ul a te , 
and It was rilled t n a DOment . He gurgl ed 
and choked and ga.sp&d. The s t r eam 
suddenlY stopped. 

1 NCJl'I',' satd Figgins, •will you be a 
good 11 ttle boy tr we let you go?• 

•Oh , IIIY aunt , yes \ • 
•ChUck htm out, chapsl" 
So Blake was •ch ucked out. • Herrtes 

and Ol gby wer a scramblt ng up t.he path 
aga i n, and Blake landed upon them. In a 
tew mooents the t hr ee t owld t hemselves a t. 
the bott om ot the s l ope , wt thout c.xact l.y 
knowing how U'le1 &Ot there. Blake st agger
ed up. 

There was a shout or lau ah ter rrom the 
Oen. Bl ake lo oked up . Figgi ns , IIYM, and 
Kerr were seated In the opening, tea.st.Ing 
royall.y UPOn the conten t s or the baaket . 

•Hear us smll el ' shouted Figg ins , wi t h 
hi s mouth full. 'Yah l Who scores this time?• 

Blake and ht s coarade s looked weakly at 
one another , Md wl thout a word t urned 
the i r races towaras St. J1m1s, and s to l e 
snentl.y May. 

., 
,• 
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It was one to the New House , wtth a 
ve~e anceL 

(THERt \..'llJ.. BE ANO'I'l£R 1NSTA.IJ£N'l' N&XT 
IIO!ll'l!) 

LET' S BE CONTROVERSIAL 

No, 132. BUNTER - and BUNTER 
Fifty years ago Danny was enjoying the se r ies where Billy 

Bunter and Wally Bunter changed places. This was one of the 
occasions when Charles Hamilt on employed the 11doubles 11 t heme, and, 
though, on the face of it, the whole thing was incredible, it was 
handled so wel l that it pr ovided fine entertainmen t for the rea d er 
in its earlier s tage s. 

It was also the first i nst ance of what Roger Jenkins has 
called "twin series" - in which the plot was played out at both 
Grey friars and St. Jim ' s, with the Magnet and the Gem being 
synchron i se d. 

Of necessity, the found a t ion fo r the series was laid at Grey 
friars, so that three storie & were written in prepar atio n in the 
Magnet before the Gem joined in. Taken as a whole, the series 
occu pied 18 weeks in the Magne t, and 15 in the Gem, th9ugh some o f 
the tales during this period d id not dea 1 with the actua 1 11double s" 
pl ot . 

I t is my opi nion that th t Gem had the better par t of the 
arrangement. On the whole, the Gem s tories in the series were 
superior to those in the Magne t , and the reason for t h is was that 
Billy Bunter went to St. Jim's. Nowhere in the entire r ange of 
Hamilto nia is the importance of Billy Bunter as a va luable 
Hamilton asset. more obvious t han he r e. 

There wa~ . no outst andin g characte r isation at all in Wally 
Bunter. Apart from his pl umpness , whic h was not used for humo ur 
in his case , -pe was a very or din a r y, sane what stodgy youth, whose 
conversation and out look were rather old for his years. There was 
fine fun while the Greyfriars fellows, assuming Wally to be Billy, 
received many surprises. But once it was assumed that 'Bi l ly' had 
a 11 the attr i butes which the fellows ha d thought him la ck ing, that 
particular phase was squeezed dry, an d Wally, as a de cent sports · 
ma.n, and accepted as such, had to be used for oth e r purposes. So, 
after t he ear ly stor ie s in the series , it a ll developed i nt o run
of-t he-mill st uff until the time came for Bil l y to return to 
Grey friar s. 

The choice of Snoop as the cha racter to co-star with wally 
in one or two sto ries was not a particularly happy one. The very 
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name of Snoop was unbelievable, a nd he was inevitably a chara cter 

who gave the av er age r eader the itch. 
But St . Jim's ga ined Bill y Bunte r, and in the Gem we had a 

number of ou t standing sto ries l n the series. Billy, taking advan 

tag e of the old-world courtesy o f Gussy , was hilarious . Then, in 

what was possibly the best stor y in the s eries in eith e r paper, 

Bi ll y and Wally had to "cha nge back 11 for one afte r noon while Mr. 

Penman t Wally ' s ben efa cto r, visited St . Jim's, so we had in a 

shorte r but not less effecti ve form , the joy of seeing Bunt er 

surprising the na t ive s at St. J im's . 

Billy Bunter, too, was a vent r ilo quist . In a couple of 

joyous Gems, he t urned St. Jim's into a ha unted sc hool . It was 

a form ula of inevitabl e success fo r an y but those who had a n 

ave rs ion to the extravagance of such stories. 

So, in my opi nio n at least, the Gem pr esented t he be st of 

this t win se r ies while Charles Hamilton himself was wr iting. 

There can hardly be any doubt that Hamilton plann ed t he 

double se ries with Pent e l ow. During the run of t he series there 

were two subs t itute tales i n the Magnet as aga in st six in the 

Gem. Pentelow wrot e the yarn whi ch landed the St. Jim' s team a t 

Gre y friar s a man sho rt , so that Wally cou ld play fo r St. Jim ' s 

and i.mpressTom Merry & Co. The actual mat ch was i ncluded in a 

Magnet sto r y from Hamil ton . I n a couple or so other Gem ta les 

in the series, Pentelow carr i ed on with the theme. 

Hamilton, surely , would hav e been wiser to have wr itt en all 

the Gem items, thus keeping the master finger on Billy. 'Ibe sub 

writ er s might not have shown up qui te so much if they had been 

han dl ing the more ordinary stuff whi.ch featured Wal ly in t he 

Magnet. 
All in all, i t i.s ha rd t o escap e the conclus ion that th e 

seri es ran too l ong . Had it been restricted t o ab out nine ta les 

in the Magnet and six in the Gem, Hamilto n cou l d have written 

them a 11 - and what an a dvant age t ha t would have been '. 

I t seems pr obable that the se rie s may, in fact, have 

cov ered mor e time than &milt on i ntended a t t he out set . I t was 

extended by the ins er tion of subs t itut e stories. Possibly thi s 

was deliberately done by the editor. But it wa.s essential that 

t he Johgnet and Gem should both arrive a t the end of the seri e s 

at the same time, an d, unless the editor ha d bot h final stories 

in hand. he may have had to do some manipula t ion . 

Despite th e aeries overstaying it s wel cmie by a few week1, 
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it is invaluable as showing the worth o f Billy Bunter to his 
creator. 

"I SEEM TO BE GETTING NOWHERE" writes W 1 0, G , lofts 

A chinaman jumped on a wooden horse on a rounda bout. He paid 
hi s fare cheerfully each time the attenda nt came round. After ten 
r ides he was heard to remark: 111 seem to be going a lo ng way an d 
getti ng exactly nowhere. 11 I feel something like that ch in aman 
when I try to defend my "Lists of Authors of Substitute Sto ries" 
from yet anothe r attack on them by Laurie Sutton. 

So often I have tried to ex pl ain the great difficulty anyone 
meets in com pi ling a list of authors who wrote during the first 
world wa r ; - a difficulty due to the racket that was going on 
owing to the editor buying up stories cheaply and re-writing t hem 
himself. It should be obvious to any one that, under these circum 
stances, characteristics of Pentelow may be found in certain tales 
which, in the lists, are credi ced t o other people. 

I have never claime d that my lists are 100 % correc t . But the y 
are as nea r t o correct as was pos sible in the enormo us task 
e ntail ed . 

With r egar d to Magnet 495 ' 'On The Wrong Track, 11 not only did 
E. S. Brooks write it according to the official book of records, 
but I hav e ac t ua lly seen Brooks' signature over an offlcial receipt 
of paymen t for writ in g i t. It i s qu ite possible that the sto r y 
was a l tered by Pentel ow, but that does not mean that he wrot e it. 

Cl ive Fenn wrote several time s about his rejected story being 
car ve d up into six part s by Pentelow. I had no r easo n to doubt 
what Fenn all ege d. 

"The Greyfriars Pant omime " was not in my lists , simply because 
the r eco rds, l ike many othe r s, were missing. I once sent a co py 
of the story to Brooks for perusal, and he replied to the effe ct 
that he did not write it. The t a g "presumed sub " was given against 
a story in the lists when reco rd s of them co uld not be found. It 
might have caused a bigger outcry if I had said "presumed Hamilt on.' 
One cannot win, e ither way . 

What puzzles me is that there were two glaring errors in the 
lists, confirmed by Roger Jenkin s but a pparently unnoticed by 
Iaurie Sutton. Magnets 287 "Self Denial Week at Gre yf riar s " and 
291 "Up Against It 11 were actually written by Chas. Hamilton. The 

. er_l'ors ha.p.pened because record s were missing for that period, and 



Page 20 
0 experta 0 assured me that their data was cor re ct. 
(EDITORIAL OOMMENT: Most readers wi ll have found Mr. Lofts' a 
lists, published in C.D. Annuals, of im:nense value. There is no 
blame attaching to Mr. Lofts for the fact that some mist ake s 
crept in. In so gigantic a work, covering so many years, so many 
stories, an d so many authors , a nd a war- time peri od when sCDe
tbing o f a r ac ket was going on in the editorial office, 1t is to 
his credit that there were not more. But it is a surprise to 
learn that there was eve r a doubt that "Self Denial Week" and 1\Jp 

Against It" were anything but genuine storie s. ) 

POSTSCRIPT FROM LAURIE SUTTON: In the Editorial Comnent on my 
article "The Substitute Stories of J. N. Pentelow 0 the question is 
rai se d as t o whether a literary analysis produces a re su lt beyond 
the possibility of error. It certain ly can in some case s , at 
least. If a schoolmaster had a cla ss of boys, one only of whose 
spelling was of the Coke r style, wouldn't t hi s enab l e t ha t boy to 
be infallibly identified? Simila rly if one really knows the word s 
and phras e s that Pe.ntelow uses in every~ of h is stories (qu ite 
distin c t from any other aut hor) plus a complete know l edge of h is 
s tyle one can be equal l y cer t ain of identifying Pentelow . 

The remark that ''most of us 11 can t e l l the "feel" of a Pentelow 
sto ry is not confirmed by my ex per ience. It may be the case with 
a few of the "experts," but from conve r sations with many ord inary 
OBBC members at monthly London club meetings I am well aware that 
nearly all rely on gu idance in p icking out !!!I. sub sto r ies, l et 
a l one identifying different au thor s. 

GREYFRIARS SERIES TO BE RE-ISSUED 

We understand that the end of Apr il will bring a novel idea 
in reprin ts. Howard Baker Publications expect to issue, in one 
volume, a complete facsimile of 8 issues of the Magnet . The 
series selected is the Egypt Holiday Stor y of 1932 . The reproduc
tion will be identical with the original, but t he paper will be of 
far better quality. Cost: 32/6, which seems very reasonable. 

WANTED: All Hamilton la also U .Js ., Lees, Bullseyes an d most pre
war K:tgs. Annua l s a l so required - Holiday, Ch1.m1s, B.0.A s ., 
Captains, Scouts and any bound periodicals. large quantities also 
available for sale ·. 

NORMAN SHAii. 84. BELVEDERE RD.. LONDON. S ,E, 19. 
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BL~KIANA 
Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKMAN 

27 1 Archdale Road , East Dulwich , London S .E .22 

NOTES AND NEWS ON THE Bl;\J(IANA FRONT 

A considerab le ti.me has elapsed since the la st Sexton Blak e 

paperback was issued, an d , cou ple d with the irrit ating irregul a rity 

of public a tion in t he past year or two, re ade r s can be excused for 

wonde ri ng whether the great tee is at last on his way out. It 

s eems that the hiatus has been caused by disorganisation due to 

Mayflower Dell , who originally published the paperbacks, being 

taken ove r by a nother firm . We are give n to understand that , 

begi nning in the l ate spring, th e paperback versions of Sex t on 

Blake adventures will once more a ppear. They will be issued by 

Howard Baker Publications on a r egula r monthly ba sis , and will 

(we are promi sed) be 11the mixture as before" - that is , new 

stories for the most part . w1th the occasional classic included 

for lover s of vintage Blake. 
The news is welcome , th oug h many will hope that the reprinted 

classic will not be quite so ·1occasional 11 as it was after the la st 

simila r piomise. So fa r as we can reca 11. there was only Just the 

one lonely cla s s ic - the Bi.smarck Memoirs tale .. among the series 

of 45 Blake tales put out by Mayflower Dell . 

Whil e on the subjec t of th os e paperbacks , the se rie s fropt No .. 

11 till No. 45 inclusive appears entire on the Howard Baker 

Publishers ' list , so it would seem that anyone needing certain 

cop ie s to complete a set can get those co pie s , if within the run of 

serial numbers mentioned, by sending to Howard Baker Publishe r s 

Ltd . , 47 )1useum St . , Lond on W. C.l. The paperbacks cost 3/6 each . 

Remember to include po stage. 

Plans are a foot to produce Blake in har d- back fo r Li braries. 

All these s t or ies will be original. The first book in t h is hard

cover edition is entitled DRIVEN TO KILL by Rex Dolphin, and it is 

due to ap pear in lat e Feb r uary. The pri ce is 16 / - . Advance pub

licity tells us that i t is a genuine thril l er o f the 11old sc hool . 11 

Just exactly what that means you wil l find out when you buy the 

book in due course. 
In a ddit ion , the Fifth Sexton Bl a ke Cmnibus wi ll be publi s hed 

in April 1969 . Thia one contains the two stories "EVERY MAN AN 

ENEMY" by W. Howa rd Bak er, and "MURDER ON THE MONTE" by Ross 
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Richards, These two yarns were reviewed in C.D . when they first 
appeared. The Sth tlmtibus costs 18/-. Still available are the 
3rd and 4th Omnibuses at 12/6 each. The 1st and 2nd Omnibuses are 
out of print. 

THAT ARTICLE Ill THE TV TIMES 

We received a considerable number of l etters from readers who 
were hot under the collar as a result of an article which a ppeared 
in the TV TDfES. We did not see the article ourselves. but it 
woul d se em to have contained one or two of those inaccuracies 
whic h are apparently inseparable from articles of that ty pe in the 
national press. Representative letters received a showing in our 
11The Postman Called" column. The latest comes from Mr. Gordon 
Swan in far - off Western Australi a , and we publish it here as a 
last few words on the subject. 

Concerning the rumours connected with the "rel at ionship 
between Blake and Tinker," there were certainly no such rumours in 
the twenties . They would be rubbish at any time, but any r e lation
ship provides fodder a t stag parti es for those who find entertain
ment in dirty j okes . Nothing and nobody are immune from such 
peo pl e. The only time that I ever heard of the 11rumour 11 was when 
someb ody wrote to justify the new set-up in the S.B.L. in the 
early "fifties." 

Here , t hen, is Mr. Swan's letter: 

"I have been sent a copy of the Engli sh T. V. Times, da ted 
Nov, 16 - 22, 1968, and containing an artic l e on Sexton Blake by 
Ross Richards, who claims to have written five Blake sto r ieS, 
although so far I have only encountered one under that name. 
Certain statement s in this article ca us ed me to write iumediately 
to the · editor of that peri od ic a 1 and challenge the remarks. 

Firstly, Mr. Richards states that Edgar Wallace, Sax Rohmer, 
Leslie Charteris and Peter Cheyney all wrote t a les of Sexton Blake. 
This does not appear consistent to me with the infonnation obtained 
by Col lectors' Digest researcher s . Indeed, I understood that 
Leslie Chart eris, in particular, ha d denied ever writing any yarns 
for the Baker Street saga. 

Secondly, it i s stated that, during the twenties, unpleasant 
rumours ci rculated about the relationship bet ween Blake and Tinker . 
I now quote the article: 'But, surely a ll the world must by now 
know that these foul imputations have been ex posed as the inven 
tions of the malign, violin-playing, albino dwarf known as Zenith?' 
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Th.e dragging in of an unsavoury reference to homoseX':4 l ity 
I 

i s total ly unnecessary, but to attribute the rumours to Zenith; 
of all people, and to describe Anthony Skene's character as a 
malign a l bino dwarf displays an appalling ignorance on t he part 
of one who claims to carry on the Blake tradition. lbw on earth 
d id this di s torted de scription of that ram.antic if dangerous 
individual ever evolve? Or i s it just part of the current trend 
to deride an d degrade any t hing that is the product of an earl ier 
and c l eaner era?" 

S O, S, TO ALL BLAKE FANS: Articles a re urgent l y needed for t his 
c olumn. If there is some part of Blake history on whi ch you wou ld 
l ike to write or if you have vi ews on the cu rr ent sto ri es of the 
great detective, please get to work and let us have yo ur efforts . 
Keep the Blak lana flag flying'. 

OFFERED FOR EXCHANGE: Magne ts , Comics (Funny Wonder, Dandy, 
Larks, Jingles, Gol den, J oll y ), Skippers, Gems, Modern Boy&. 
MY WANTS INCLUDE: Magnet 95 8 , Rookwood SOLs . 170, 202 , 22 4, 296. 
Ceda r Creek 4d. Boys Friend Li brarles 417, 465, 469, 473 , 497, 
509 . Champions 726 - 835. Rover s 718 , 719 , 726 , 727, 732, 740, 
742. Nose y Parkers Comic (19 36 Rover Supplement). Comics, 
Skippers, Wizar ds , Adventures for the years 1936 -1 939. 

_ : _ J _ ~ G~R: :o _ P~ ~Q~A~: ~~G~ ~T~. ~~~~N _ ~5. 7~: 

SALll MAGNETS 1471-1478 £2.lo.o. 1536 -1 540 n . 10 .0. 1660 - 1675 
£4. 10.0. 1676 - 1682 £1.15.0. 10 co pies (14 47-1651) £2.0.0. 

SETFORD, 241 COLWYN AVENUE, DERBY. 

VERY GOOD PRICES PAID FOR NOVELS: By GUNBY IIADATH - Blue Berets, 
Happy Go Lucky, Paying The Price, Spar r ow Gets Going, St , Pa 1 fry' s 
Cross , The At om, The Big Five, The House That Disappeared, The 
Men of t he Haquls, Twenty Good Ships, Wonder Island. By JOHN 
MOWBRAY - Feversham' s Brother, Fever sham 1 s Fag, Something Like a 
Her o , 'nle Frontier Myste ry, The Megeve Myst ery, 'nle Stronges t 
Chap ln the School. 
REG GUEST 35 THORNSETI ROAD. ANERLEY. LONDON. S. E .20. Te l: 

Ol-7 78 -6 850, 
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TME POSTMAN C,\LLED (I nt eresting items from the 
Editor 1 a letter·bag) 

RAY HOPK™S (New Cross): I was brought up short in me instalment of 
"The Swell o f St. Jim 1

1
11 by the following: 

"I was told this was my room~" sobbed D'Arcy, beginning to 
realise how matter s stood; and, in his pain and terror, he even 
forgot to lisp " ---

People with speec h impediments do not, even in moments of 
stre ss , l ose that impedimen t, so it makes one wonde r if D'Arcy 
when first invented was going to be discovered to be "acting a 
part" and would, at some time rev ert to talking without using the 
w for the r . However, as tho se of us know who have been ac quainted 
with Gussy f or the past forty-odd years, he never did ag a in reve rt 
to another style of speech. 

VICTOR GILES (Barking) : I can't honestly say th at the Annua 1 was 
th e best ever~ It long a go reached such a peak o f perfection that 
it can hardly go high er. What is r emar kabl e is that you an d your 
co ntributor s mai ntain such a standard year after year. And when I 
read in the January C.D. editorial of you r personal diffi cu ltie s 
that had to be overcome I am breathless with admiration! 

Incidentally, when r ea ding recently a book on writers by 
Harvey !lay I happened on the following paragrph: 

"There used to be a man named Gilbert Patten who wrote under 
the pseudonym Burt L. Standish. In 1895 he embarked on a series of 
boys' s t ories , eac h running to 20, 000 words, an d completed one 
eve ry week. His payment was ElO a story and in a 11 he turn ed out 
900 in success io n, Once, when pressed , he wrote two and a half 
sto ries in one week." ' 

I may have missed it, but t don 1 t r eca ll this author being 
mentioned in either the "Digest" or the "Annual. 11 In the words of 
the magistrate: "I s anything known?" 

BILL SHARPE (Australia): The C.D. Annual arrived last week and 
was soon wolfed down. Will do my second read soon. I specially 
enjoyed Les Rowley ' s and Roger Jenkins' articles (marvellous to 
ge t a fair feast of articles on the masters) and a l so Christopher 
Lowder' s article on Sexton Blake. These 4 articles were in the 
best tradition of the C.D. 

I did sorely miss Mr . Buddle. Not that I mean this critically , 
as I am sure you more than fill ~ quota - do ze ns of times over! 
I hope he will reappear ere long . 
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(EDITORIAL COHMENI': Large numbers of readers have written that 

they missed the Buddle st ory. Unfor tu nately, the writer of the 

Buddle yarns was indisposed in the same way as your edito r last 

au tumn , The Buddle tale '-i"he Buddle Pav i lion" was half-written, 

but it co uldn' t be finishe d , We replac e d it i n th e Annua 1 with 
11Boys of Beechwood. 11 so readers were lucky afte r all, We hop e 

that Hr. Buddle will be back in a Slade story one of these days, 

an d thank al 1 those who have wri tt en on the su bje ct. ) 

t, M, ALLEN (Bournemouth}: I thought the back cover reproduction 

of the poster (Februa r y C.D.) ex cellent . 

(We still have a very small number left of the whole-plate ph oto

graphs of each of the posters. These can be obtained at 3/6 eaC'h 

plus postage, from the ed i torial off tee . The posters have now 

gone to a permanent home at the Husel.E of Childhood, Edinburgh . 
- ED ) 

E. J. DAVEY (Knowle): Very s pecially appreciated in the Februa r y 

issue was the first Editorial item ; on the late Miss Richmal 

Crompto n . 
However, I was somewhat disgrun tled by the se co nd Editorial 

in the same issue, namely th e one on semi-i ll ite r ates. As I would 

appear to be the mai n reportin g cu l pr it in this matter, I am very 

willing to take up your challenge and cross swords wit h yo u on 

this quest i on. 
The report Jack Bellfield sent you for t he good o ld S .P .C .D . 

was based larg e ly on my report in the Midland OBBC Newsletter . 

Incidentally Ja ck was not at the meeting to h ear the talk. 

Coming now to the bu rn ing questio n of the s emi-illiterate s , 

sti 11 stand firmly behind that para graph in the report beginning 

"It is wel l known" e tc, Although possibly a more tactful term 

would have been " leisurely, 0 rather than 11long dr awn out, 11 Many 

intel lectual s get bees in th eir bonnets on ce rtain que stions , and 

to me that ess ay by Orwell on 11Boys' Weeklies" in "In side th e 

Whale," has always be e n inwnense l y funny becaus e he so completely 

missed the who l e atmosphere a nd purp ose of the Ha.miltonian sc hool 

stories . 
In this ess ay Orwell sa id in effect , fancy ta king 100 words 

just to tel l t he reader that Bunt e r was in detention, The actual 

quot a t ion comes f r om a Magnet in the 1500's, and relates how un

utterably stale , flat, weary and boring Bunter found de ten tion . 

Surely the ha nds of the c lock were not moving at all, etc. etc. 
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But an yo ne with insigh t i nto human nature knows t hat t ha t is 
exactly how so many people, especially those o f l imi t ed intelli
genc e , feel ab out the jobs to whi ch they are tied un t i l kno cking 
off time~ 

Much to my amuse d inte r es t a l so, Orwell quoted yet ano ther 
awfu l exam ple of pr o l ixity. From the "Bl ack r ock I sland 11 Series , 
(Magnets No. 1626 to 1629). ''rhe r e wer e six of them in t he soup, 
landed and stranded, diddled dished and done." et c , etc . Lovely'. 
What I always call the "Groan" Ser ies. Ever so many less wor ds 
could have been used , but what a lovely sto r y i t is~ Li ke sipping 
delicio us nectar'. 

But this wa s why I was so inter ested in Bill Morga n' s 
suggestion , alt hough I thin k he called it 0 Leisurely, 11 that the 
Magnet was so rep etitive, but also very readabl e and inte re s t ing , 
so t hat boys who co uld onl y read with difficulty wou ld be ab l e to 
follow th e s tory and indeed gradua 1 ly become mor e proficient a t 

read i ng. 
( EDITORIAL COMMENT: I feel su re that we a ll ag r ee wit h what Mr. 
Davey meant i n his repo r t, but I don't th i nk he actually said 
what he mean t . The item in the News letter, on which our repo rt 
was based , i s as follows : ttlt is well known t hat the Magnet was 
written in an exceedin gl y l ong dra wn out style, pr o lix, no t to 
say long winded ~ Geor ge Or wel l g rumble d about t h is in his famous 
ess ay, but Mr. Morgan suggested a ve r y val id educational advant 
age , eve n if uninten ti onal, in thi s: namely , th at i t mus t have 
been very helpful to th e many sem i- i l litera t es of t hose days in 
l earning to read. 11 

Mr. Davey ' s quota t ions from th e Magnet a r e iso lat ed illus
t r a ti ons of the us e o f prolixity for the sake of effect - and 
Hamil t on was joyous an d unsurpassed at that sort of thing. That 
d:l:!S not mean that Hamilton ' s style was generally l ong dra wn out, 
not to say long-winded. If i t had been, Hamilto n would ne ve r 
have become the wor ld 1 s most popula r write r of school tales. Mr . 
Morgan, whose let ter a ppe a r s in this month ' s editorial, makes it 
clea r that his talk was not too accuratel y reported.) 

WANrEo ~ Go~d - l~o ;e - c~pie; ~r -v~ l ~;s - c~nta ining any one or more of 
thefollowing: GEMS: Some issues bet ween 801 and 832; 953 , 954, 
959, 970, 974, 975, 981, 984, 985, 986, 987 , 989, 970 , 990, 992, 
993, 995. POPULARS: 401, 403, 407, 409, 413, 415, 421, 422, 441 , 
442tR136tA~~: ~k~ELSIOR HOUSE, GROVE ROAD, SURBITON, SURREY. 
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Meetin g he ld 28t h Jan ua ry . 196 9 
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The ve r y reasonab le t ot a l of 11 member s were pres en t, and we 

wer e very pl ease d to se e Mrs. Hami lton Wri ght a l so . 

Even before the meeting s t arted members wer e ve r y inte r ested 

in a cop y of the Jan uary number of the "Bi rmingha m Sketch," a 

g l ossy magazine , whi ch contained a ve r y goo d r eport of that n ever .. 

to - be - forgotten party at 11Wharton Lodge" on 17 th December . The 

r epo rt was il l ustrated with a v ery fine large rep roduction of a 

sp l endid gro up photo gr aph of us. Mrs . Hamilton Wrigh t brought 

alo ng co pies of three ot her photog r a phs t aken a t the part y , and a 

number of copies were or dered. 
After a r eading by Tom Port e r from SOL No. 38 5, "The Tough 

Guy of Grey fr ia r s , 11 an d a coffee interv a l, we came to the mai n 

item t his evening, This was a most in t er esti ng talk by Tom Port er 

on his co lle ction and how it was gradually bu i lt up to become what 

mus t be one of the largest collections of Old Boys' Books in the 

wor ld. I t include s one of only fou r comp l ete co ll ections of the 

Magne t known . Natu ra ll y i t has been a lo ng a nd arduous trail 

even altho ugh Tom d id get 584 Magnets in one scoop! Many a t a l e 

can be told of a dv entur es grave and gay e n rou t e, and in fact t he 

subject i s so vas t that next month we are to hea r some more of 

qui t e a fas cinating s tory. 
The ann iv ersar y number tonight was No. 142 of the School 

Fri e nd , dated exactly 4 7 years earlie r, namely 28t h Jan. 1922. 

The Collec t ors • item was BFL No. 704 , fir s t series , entitle d 

"Pots o f Mone y , " or Hand for th • s Golden Wind fa 11 . 

Every month val ued and interesting lett e r s are re cei v ed from 

correspondents, an d a t thi s mee t ing reference was made to lette r s 

whi ch had been receive d from Roger J enkins , Sta n !<night a nd Ben 

Whiter. 
EDWARD DA VEY Chairma n . 

.!m!!!Q!! 
The twenty- fir st Annual General Meeting of the c l ub wa s held 

at the Cric kl ewoo d home of Bill and Marjorie Norr is on Sunday, 

Februa r y 16th. At sho rt notice, Bil l an d Marjo ri e 'done us pr ou d,' 

as th e re wer e two other venues fixed for the meet i ng but owin g to 
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indispositions, both Eas t Dulwich and Colli ndale were out of the 
question. Chairman, Len Packman, opened the proceedings with a 
hearty welcome to all present an d s tated that there were two oth ers 
present who were wi th him at the inaugural meeting way back in 
1948, these being Bob Blythe and Ben Whiter. A l etter from Bob 
Whiter wishing t he meeting eve r y success a nd stating t hat he was 
with those present in spirit was quoted f rom, 

After the u sua l items , viz the various reports, Don Webster 
was elec t ed unopposed to be the chairma n for 1969-70. Rest of the 
o fficers were re -el ected en bloc, t hese being t hose who se r ved so 
well during t he past twelve mon ths. Li brarians, Bob Blythe and 
Roger Jenkins, Hon. aud it or, Char lie Wright , Programme Organiser, 
Bill Hubbar d an d t he sec retary-tr easu r er , Ben Whiter. 

The details of the club ' s 21st Bir t hday luncheon par t y a t th e 
Rembr andt Hotel next April were discussed a nd some of the detail s 
sett led . Excellent s tudy feed followed a nd t he usual conve r sations 
and get togethers, whi ch everyone lik es so much. 

After t ea, Brian Doyle gave a reading fr om lfutchinson I s 
"Summer Pie" of 1944 entit l ed "The Career of Char le s Hamilton." 
This was the publication t ha t gave the f irst Carcroft stories. 
Len Packman conducted a "Handicap Quiz" and it was Char lie Wright 
the winner and two seconds were Josie Paclanan and Bil l frubbard. 
Bi ll Hubbard gave a t alk "K .K.-0.K ." (A repeat of a tal k given in 
1966.) Followi ng that Nelson Lee item , Bob Blythe read another 
Tracke t t Grimn story from the Nelson Lee Library . 

It was given out ab out the probable facsi mile edi t ion of t he 
Bunter Cour t series bein g published. 

Hearty votes of tha nks were made to a 11 the office r s for 
t heir ster lin g work during the past year and with an early finish 
due to the inclement weather it was au revoir until t he meeting a t 
Larr y and Mrs . Peters, Kensal Rise, on Sunday, Marc h 16th. Full 
detai l s as to how to ge t there will be cO!llDunica ted to a l l members . 

UNCIE BENJAMIN 

.lliIB!!!fil!!! 
Meetin g he Id Satu rd ay , 8 Februar y, 1969 

With snow aboundi ng almost eve r ywhe re we were gla d to see an 
attendance of nine when Chairman Geoffrey Wilde opened t he meet i ng 
- seve n l oca 1 resident s and Jack Wood and Ron Hodgson who had 
braved the e l ements coming from York and Mansfield respec ti vely. 
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After the formal bu s iness, Gerry Allison gave news of postal 
members, and we were sorry to hear of illness and bereavement from 
friends, Benny Egan, Albert Lorryman and Bernard Robinson, and 
much sympathy was felt for them. News also came from Jack 
Roberta, soon to return to England fre111 South Africa. 

The prograan.e for the next few meetings will include the 
reading aloud of the last Magnet, and Geoffrey then led a general 
chat on the possible re.aaona why publication stopped so suddenly . 
At the end it vaa generally felt that to stop whilst at full 
strength wa s better than fading off into 11e.rgers and nothingness. 

Now we had a team C-rossword com.piled by CeX'ry, and four ladies 
played four men; the foaner having the Across Clues aO.d the 
latter the Down ones. Final result was Men 55 letters on the 
board and ladies 51, (which the distaff side . felt wa s not ~ bad 
as none of them regarded herself as an expert~) 

Refreshments were eaten round the four card tables at the 
front like a family party with chat and chaff, and the sandwiches 
and bi scuits circulating. When the crockery was cleared we 
s ettled down to hear a talk by Jack Allison. This was on the 
Grey friars K:>tto 11Conam.ur Tenues Grandia" quoted in Mr. J. S. 
Butcher's Greyfriars Prospectus, and translated there as ''Though 
slight we strive for Greatn e ss •11 (Reference Horace I, vi, 9.) 
First Jack gave out a copy of the 'Ode to each one present (but 
he did not fix a gimlet eye on u s and rap out 0 Construe ~ ") 
Instead he gave examples of quotations taken from their context 
which can imply very different sentiments to those i ntended by 
their writers, though ' this was hardly the case here . '11tis was 
followed by his translation of the Ode, a nd then the versions of 
the Motto giv en by various translators in the past. Thia talk 
touched a new topic. and was much enjoyed by the members. 

flle evening was now over , and .we prepared to depart. Next 
month we shall have a visit from a photographer at 6.30 p.m. from 
the "Leeds Graphic" (for whom Gerry i s writing a short article) 
and friends are urged to arri~e i n time to be included in the 
picture. 

Next meeting , 8th Karch 1969, Saturday . M. L. AU.ISON 
Hon . Sec . 

WANTED: Hard-backed Bunter Books:- B . B's Bargain i Barring-Out; 
Beanfeast; a t Butlin'e. B.B. of Cliff Houee (condition important) . 

Magnets 1457-8, 1470. 38 ST. TlfJMAS ROAD. PRESTON. 
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BOYS MAGAZINE By Kenneth Bailey 

fltis was the fir st boya' paper that I ever purchased. '11\e 

pink cove red paper was the only publication of its kind published 

by Allied Newspapers of Manchester an d from whose offices came 

the Daily Dispatch newspaper. 
B .M. came out on Saturdays and I fir st became acquain ted with 

it in 1928. Being of rather tender years I found it r a ther str ong 

stuff - too st rong in fact - and I very soon changed to less 

potent publications like Modern Boy, but in later years I found 

it not eo sinister. 
Stories of lo st worlds (dino saurs etc . ,) were fairly COIIDOn 

as were such epics as the invasion of Britain by the yellow races 

and a time machine se ries - a sort of contem porary Dr, Who. Like 

most books it had a scho ol aeries whi ch chronicled the adventures' 

of Johnny Gee, Dick Banniste r and Co. of Saint Gideons (nearest 

village Merival). Othe r characters were Timothy Catchpole, 

Marmduke Mist an d Rumble the sc hool ja nit or. Catchpole was the 

school inventor whose schemes often "ganged agly" and in one 

story I recall a hilarious farce surrounding th e launching of a 

Catch pol e water craft which ran amok on the lo cal river. It 

remains in my memory •• something excruciating ly funny and I very 

much doubt whether the pr inted word has made me laugh so painfully 

si nce. 
Falcon Swift, monocled and nattily bowler·hatted was the 

regular detective in the B .M. ably assisted by O.ick Conway. 

Swift favoured a Hispano-Sui za car and appeared to be a boxer , 

oarsman, fencer etc. of Olympic standar ds. The cover of one 

issue shoved him suitab ly uniformed a nd tin-hatted l eading his 

men over the to p in some unspecified Great War battle. Presumably 

he was really with M.I . 5 or i ts equivalent at that time . 

I canno t re.member any aut hors names appeari ng with stories, 

apart frm John Hunter's who contributed seve ral seria l s. One 

told the story of a Division One football side beset by peril s 

from. san.e fearsome gang. In the seri es a.inter used the names of 

real teams apart from the hero~s team o f course. 

cowboy stories were not published often but one such was a 

series feat uring Rex Remington. 
Apart from llm.ter'a soccer story, th e B.H. didn 't seem to go 

for sports stories i n a big way, although many of the free g~fta 

give n were in t h e form of photographs of cricketers and footballen. 
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At other tl-• I can r ecall ten but tonhole bad&e• of the Earh 

Beatty and Hai g, a ca rdboar d model of a ran ch and amoked glaa1e1 

for viewing the ec l ipse of the s un being given away . Jack 

Green.atta Usel eaa Eusta ce, of Daily H.irror fame, appeared on th e 

lett e r page eac h week. 
The end came, as far as I can remember in t he 1pring of 1934. 

The e di tor announced that for many years he had been planning a 

trip up the Amazon and the opportunity had now coee which meant 

the end of the o ld maga zi ne. (At the time I couldn I t understan d 

why another edit o r couldn't be fou nd . ) 
11,e one ser i es that was still running waa ccmpl ete d in the 

"Champion" and 10 the old pink 'un vent quit e peacef u llyr 

B!AIIO DAYS By Norman Vri&ht 

tt.e 'tseanon came out on Thursdays, and whatever its ehort

ccmlng a may ha ve been I waa a loyal auppor ter of "Dennla The 

Ken.ac!e," 'ta.a h St reet Kida , 11 Lord Snooty etc . , for a la rge chun k 

o f ray comic re ading yeara . "Beano" coat twopence in 1956; it 

remained thus until only a few yeaT1 ago. 
I r-ber keeping all 'Ill)' copiea a nd hoarding thee in a 

wooden cl othe• cheat that otood outalde •Y be drooa door . 

The boy who llved in the houae backing onto oura -• younger 

than I . He saved a ll of hi , cc:mic1, "Dandy, 11 "'Eagle . " ''Beano" 
et c. , and would o ften give me back nUllbera . I can remember be ing 

intere 1t ed in hl a earliest "Beano" (a bout 1953) aa lt con tained a 

WRITl'!N otor y. I ne ver read thla but I think it vu about a apace 

exp lore r. 
I o fte n read through aerlah aga in an d again, even though 

they wer e a 11 in pictures wi th only a fev wor d• Many r_.in 

freah in my -ry . "The Wlld Boy" an d hh flght v ith a batch o f 

prehhtorlc reptllea t hat had bee n bro ught to life by an ear th 

quake . "J1- y and Hh Magi c Patch" (oown on the oea t of hh • 

trouaera of couroe) that would whhk him through t1- to pla ce• of 

great hi s torical importan ce . I reaember one in cident where he 

c- to the ald of the Greeb , and ended up inaide the ta.oua 

"Wooden lloroe of Troy." "Bash Street Kld1" (previouoly titled 

''When The Bell Ring o") continued to play havoc wlth th eir long 

auffe ring teacher . (Thank God th ey hadn't heard of L.S .D .) The 

"Iron Pi ah" reacued drowning men. "General Jumbo" and his remote 

controlled mini atu r e a rmy contin ued to trap foreign apies. 
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I kept my 1tileanos 11 for several years before they fell victim 
to a spring cleaning sortie. My "Beano 11 books di sappeared one by 
one - r el eg ate d to the dus t-bin, but wel l thumbed befor e their 
final annihilation. I still hav e one co py of the "Denni s The 
Menace book, 11 kept for old times sake . 

"Bea no" sti ll fl ouri sh es , though I doubt if i t is as pop ular 
as i t was ten year s ago. I t must face great competit i on from t he 
glossy , tele vision orie n tated comics th a t seem t o dominate the 
market . 

I tried t o re ad a co py recent l y , bu t f ound that I had lost 
th e knac k of successf ully negotiati ng s trip carto ons. I don't 
think t hat I would eve r want t o co ll ect copies o f " Beano, 11 but I 
can look back on it with some no stalgia, whi ch must pr ove it ha d 
some worth - eve n i f it did not come up to the standa rd of "Magnet" 
and "Gem." 

NELSON LEE LIBRARY, OIJJ SERIES . Nos. 114 , 144 and 146, a re • 
requir ed for completing sets for bind ing into boo k form . Will 
any one kin dl y help 

lOHN GUNN, M H C.I , Mea dow Inn , 91, Arkwrigh t Street, 
Nottingham, NG2 - 2 JS. 

WANTED: 11Film Funs," "Kinema Kani cs, " "Boys Cinemas," Ameri can 
Movie , (pre 19 32 ) and Detective (1930-36). Bunt er Books and Teddy 
Lester stories , £1 for "Film Fun" with Charlie Chaplin on front 
cov er or inside. 

TOOMPSON, 53 Wallasey Park, BELFAST, BT14 6PN. 

FOR SALE~ -~v;l y bo~nd ; oi ~e ... of ; Ye;r-of the Boys 1 F'rie~d: ;id
~mid-1908 . Supe rb co ll e ctors' item. ElO. Bound volume of 
Boys ' Realm, co nta ini ng Nos. 612-640 (1914) £5· 5s. The Girls ' Own 
Annual for 1892: 10/ - ; The Girls' Empire Annual (date un ce rtain 
but probabl y abo ut 1904) 7/6. Red Magnets : 355: 12/6; 351 : 10/·. 
Whi t e Magnets: 429 (cover less and ro ugh ish) 449 (roughish ) 466• 
533 , SI· each (not colle cto r s' ite ms ). Gems: 108 7; 1098; 1090 ; 
1550; 1549: 1548: 1546: 1528: 1521-: 1518. 6/ - ea ch'. Po stage 
ext ra on all i tems. S.a.e . fi rs t to -

ERIC FAYNE, Exce ls io r lbuse, Grove Road, Surb iton. 


